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The United States Telephone Association (USTA) hereby submits its comments

on the North American Numbering Council (NANC) recommendation on the feasibility

of number portability of 500 and 900 numbers in the above-captioned proceeding. I

USTA is the principal trade association of the local exchange carrier industry, and has

bcen an active participant in nearly all the industry meetings pertaining to

telecommunications numbering resource optimization in the United States. Its members

provide over 95 percent of the exchange carrier-provided access lines in the United

States.

The NANC recommends that the Commission suspend consideration of the issue

of implementation of 500 and 900 number portability, based on the lack of demand for

those numbers. NANC states that the Industry Numbering Committee (INC) is studying

this issue on its behalf and indicates that it will inform the INC that the work has been

concluded. If conditions change, NANC will further review the issues raised by the

Commission and advise the Commission of its findings.

I Public Notice. DA 99-1527, released August 3, 1999.
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USTA participated in the activity of developing the NANC response and

commends the industry for engaging in this activity. USTA agrees with the NANC

recommendation and urges the Commission to accept the recommendation. USTA also

urges the Commission to require the return of unused 500 and 900 numbers if a carrier

withdraws from providing such service. This is consistent with the normal requirement

that a carrier return the resource when it withdraws from providing any service.

Respectfully submitted.

UNITED STATES TELEPHONE ASSOCIATION

lIs Attorneys:

August 27. 1999
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, Robyn L.J. Davis, do certify that on August 27, 1999 Comments of the United

States Telephone Association were either hand-delivered, or deposited in the U.S. Mail,

first-class, postage prepaid to the persons on the attached service list.
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